










Texas Government Code, Section 29.007 

Sec. 29.007.  MUNICIPAL COURT PANELS OR DIVISIONS;  

TEMPORARY JUDGES.  (a)  A home-rule city by charter or by 

ordinance may divide the municipal court into two or more panels 

or divisions, one of which shall be presided over by a presiding 

judge.  Each additional panel or division shall be presided over 

by an associate judge, who is a magistrate with the same powers 

as the presiding judge. 

(b)  The panels or divisions may hold concurrent or 

continuous sessions either day or night. 

(c)  Each panel or division may exercise municipal court 

jurisdiction and has concurrent jurisdiction with the other 

panels or divisions. 

(d)  Except as otherwise provided by the charter, the 

municipality by ordinance may establish: 

(1)  the qualifications for appointment as a judge; 

(2)  the ability of a judge to transfer cases, 

exchange benches, and preside over any of the panels or 

divisions; 

(3)  the office of the municipal court clerk, who 

shall serve as clerk of all the panels or divisions with the 

assistance of deputy clerks as needed;  and 

(4)  a system for the filing of complaints with the 

municipal court clerk so that the case load is equally 

distributed among the panels or divisions. 

(e)  Except as modified by this section, procedure before a 

panel or division and appeal from the decision of a panel or 

division is governed by general law applicable to municipal 

courts. 

(f)  If the municipality has established the office of 

municipal court clerk, the clerk shall keep minutes of the 

proceedings of the municipal court and its panels or divisions, 

administer oaths, issue process, and generally perform the 

duties for the municipal court that a county clerk performs for 

a county court. 



(g)  The municipality may provide by charter or by 

ordinance for the appointment of one or more temporary judges to 

serve if the regular judge, the presiding judge, or an associate 

judge is temporarily unable to act.  A temporary judge must have 

the same qualifications as the judge he replaces and has the 

same powers and duties as that judge. 
 

Acts 1985, 69th Leg., ch. 480, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1985. 
 



March 13, 2019 

REVISED PRESIDING JUDGE PAPER 

Anthony Snipes, City Manager 

Bill   Atkinson,   Assistant City Manager 

E. Joyce Iyamu, City Attorney 

Brittany Rhychlic, Court Director 

 

I offer the following legal interpretations of State Law, our City Charter and the Code of Ordinances as 

they relate to the duties of Presiding Judge. I have researched these issues and have concluded the 

following. 

The City of Missouri City is a Home Rule City created under the provisions of Section 29 of the Texas 

Government code.  

APPLICABLE STATE LAW 

Chapter 29, of the Texas Government Code allows that a Home Rule City may establish a Court. It also 

provides that if there is more than one Judge one of them must be designated as the Presiding Judge.  

See Section 29.007 

APPLICABLE CITY LAW/PROVISIONS 

CITY CHARTER 

Section 4.03 B. of the city charter tracks the language from Section 29.007.  

CODE OF ORDINANCES 

Section 62‐4 establishes three offices of Judge. 

Section 62‐5 (a) establishes the municipal court. 

Section 62‐5 (b) of the Code of Ordinances speaks to the powers and duties of the Presiding Judges and 

the Associate Judges, it   also repeats the language found in Section29.007 of the Government Code. 

After meeting with aforementioned persons, I can agree with the City Attorney that the City Charter 

and subsequent ordinance does not delineate specific duties for the Presiding Judge. I also agree with 

the conclusion that there is nothing in any of these laws that makes it illegal for the City to establish 

such an Ordinance in the future. 

 

For your consideration 

It is my understanding that there was once an Ordinance that established the duties of the office of 

Presiding Judge. It is also my understanding that, there was a conflict that arose between the then 

Presiding Judge and the City Manager thus, that Ordinance was repealed. The only justification I have 



ever heard to support the repeal of the ordinance, was that it was considered illegal. The provision that I 

have been referred to as support for this position is Section 4.03 of the City Charter and Section 62‐5 of 

the Code of Ordinances.  

However, I disagree with that conclusion. I don’t find anything in state law, the city charter nor the 

code of ordinances that make it illegal for the City to establish an ordinance designating specific duties 

as it relates to the position of Presiding Judge. 

There are Administrative Judicial duties that are typically relegated to the office of Presiding Judge.  

Scheduling of Dockets 

Section 62‐8 provides that the divisional director of the municipal court shall facilitate the equitable 

scheduling of dockets. 

Nothing in this section states that the divisional director shall have unilateral or sole authority to decide 

which judge will handle said dockets. To allow the divisional director to act unilaterally or with sole 

authority in the scheduling of judges violates the separation of powers mandated in our constitution as 

well as state laws. The divisional director then becomes a manager of sorts in that that office will dictate 

the work schedule of Judges. 

 I would submit to you that this create an atmosphere that could lend itself to an abuse of power on 

both sides.  

Advantages of having an active Presiding Judge 

Promotes consistency and efficiency for judges and clerks. 

Provides guidance and direction to the Court Director as where to go when there is a need to have 

judicial guidance on matters. 

Promotes uniformity in how administrative judicial matters are handled. 

Allows for the coordination and/ or dissemination of information to the Associate Judges. 

Protects the separation of powers and preserves an independent judiciary. 

It will also generally provide for the ability of all parties, administrative and judicial to anticipate the 

outcomes of tasks because the decisions would be made by the Presiding Judge. 

DISADVANTAGES OF NOT HAVING A PRESIDING JUDGE 

Creates chaos and disfunction. 

You have a different judicial administrative procedure depending on the judge handling the matter. 

Creates an inefficient judicial staff because if there is abuse of the system, no one can speak to it. 

It has been and will continue to be unnecessarily chaotic and promote discord. 

 

What having an active Presiding Judge does NOT mean 



It does not mean that the Presiding Judge manages the Court Director or his/or her staff. 

The Presiding Judge may NOT dictate to a judge as to how to decide cases or perform magistrate 

duties. To do so, would be a violation of the Code of Judicial Conduct and state law. 

 

 WHAT I HAVE DONE AS A NAMED PRESIDING JUDGE 

I have often coordinated meetings with the Associate Judges to make sure they are informed. 

Most recently, I coordinated a conference call with the judges to discuss a pressing matter as it related 

to the Judges. 

I have developed standing orders in an attempt to bring consistency to the judicial administrative 

process as it affects the clerks. 

 

 I have also spent countless hours developing written policies and procedures that related to judicial 

matters. 

I was then able to secure the written agreement from each Judge that we would make a commitment to 

adhere to the same.  

However, when those policies and procedures are not honored or followed, there is no method in place 

to address the matter. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

I would ask that you, the Mayor and City Council give the information I have provided herein your 

sincerest consideration. I’m certain that we all share the same goals. That goal is to have a highly 

functioning and efficient court department. 

I am persuaded that the best way for that to occur is for you to establish specific duties for the office of 

Presiding Judge that will effectuate that end. I would also submit that the best way for this to be 

established is by city ordinance. I don’t agree that to do so would necessarily require an amendment to 

the City’s Charter. 

I believe the Mayor and Council have the authority they need with the existing law to establish such an 

Ordinance. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Debra Sinclair 

 

 











Board Functions 
This board hears appeals to Building Code, Fire Code and infrastructure standard requirements in Missouri 
City. 
 

*********************************************** 
Electrical Board member: 

 Position 1 – Buford Jurica, District C 
 Position 3 – Joe Scanlin, District D 
 Position 5 – Frank Hester, District C, Citizen At Large 

 
Board Functions 
The Electrical Board hears appeals and other matters concerning the city's electrical regulations.  
 

*********************************************** 
 
Parks Board members: 

 Position 1 – Victoria Porter, District D 
 Position 3 – Pamela Andrews, District B 
 Position 5 – Vacancy left by Loveless Mitchell 
 Position 7 -  Diane Giltner, District C 
 Position 9 – Llarance Turner, District A 
 Position 11 – J.R. Atkins, District C 
 Position 13 – Alan Atwater, District C 

 
Board Functions 
The Parks Board serves in an advisory capacity to City Council on parks and recreation policy matters. 
 

*********************************************** 
 
Planning and Zoning Commission members:  

 Position 5 – John T. O’Malley, District D 
 Position 6 – Douglas Parker, District B 
 Position 7 – Hugh Brightwell, District D 
 Position 8 – Ramesh Anand, District C 
 Position 9 – Timothy R. Haney, District C 

 

Board Functions  
The Planning and Zoning Commission is the final authority on applications concerning the subdivision of land 
and makes recommendations to City Council regarding applications for amendments to the Missouri City 
Zoning Map and Zoning Ordinance. 
 

*********************************************** 
 
Zoning Board of Adjustments & Appeals members: 

 Position 1 – Joe Workman, District D 
 Position 2 – Vacancy left by John D. Jobe 
 Position 3 – Robin Elackatt, District C 
 Alternate – J.R. Atkins, District C, Alternate Member   
 Alternate – Adrian Matteucci, District C, Alternate Member 

 
Board Functions 
The Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals hears appeals in the enforcement of the Zoning Ordinance.  
 



SUPPORTING MATERIALS 
 

1. Board, Committee, Commission Rosters 
2. PZ Attendance Log from July 2018 to Present 
3. Resolution R-14-36 re Rules of Procedure for the Planning & Zoning Commission 
4. Parks Board Attendance Log from July 2018 to Present 
5. Resolution R-17-35 re Missouri City Parks Board Bylaws 
6. New applications 

 
STAFF’S RECOMMENDATION 

 
Discuss the appointment/reappointment of members to various City boards/committees/commissions and 
direct staff accordingly.   
 
Director Approval:   Maria Jackson, City Secretary  
 
 



 

     
                           the show me city 

(2019-2020)  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
ROSTER  

 

CITY OF MISSOURI CITY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name & Address Position Member 
Type 

Term  
Expires 

Meeting Date 
when first 
Appointed 

Phone Number(s) District 

Reginald Pearson 
 

Position 1 
 

District A 
Councilmem

ber 

n/a 11/19/2018   
Reginald.Pearson@
Missouricitytx.gov 
 

A 

Jeffrey L. Boney 
 

Position 2 
 

District B 
Councilmem

ber 

n/a 11/20/2017  
jeffrey.boney@misso
uricitytx.gov 
 
 

B 

Chris Preston 
 

Position 3 
 

Any 
member of 
Council to 
serve At-

Large 
Position 

n/a 5/25/2014  
chris.preston@misso
uricitytx.gov 
 
 

C 

Monica Rasmus 
 

Position 4 
 

Regular 6/30/2019 1/3/2012 
 
 

 A 

Bertha Eugene 
 

Position 5 
 

Regular 6/30/2019 1/3/2012 
 
 

 B 

Eunice Reiter 
 

Position 6 
 

Regular 6/30/2020 1/3/2012 
 
 

 Citizen 
At Large 

Zelia Brown 
 

Position 7 
 

Regular 6/30/2020 7/2/2018 
 
 

 Citizen 
At Large 

mailto:Reginald.Pearson@Missouricitytx.gov
mailto:Reginald.Pearson@Missouricitytx.gov
mailto:jeffrey.boney@missouricitytx.gov
mailto:jeffrey.boney@missouricitytx.gov
mailto:chris.preston@missouricitytx.gov
mailto:chris.preston@missouricitytx.gov


 

     
                                the show me city 

(2019-2020)  
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF 

ADJUSTMENT AND APPEALS  

 

CITY OF MISSOURI CITY 
 

 
 

Name & Address  Position  Member 
Type  

Term 
Expires  

Meeting Date 
when first 
appointed  

Phone Number(s)  District  

Vacancy left by the 
late Bill Marshall  
 

Position 
1 Regular  6/30/2020    A  

Roger Morris  
 

Position 
2 

Regular  6/30/2020  8/2/1993   
 
 

A  

Sammy Freeman  Position 
3 

Regular  6/30/2019 10/1/2001   
 
 

D  

William W. Johnson  Position 
4 Regular  6/30/2019  10/1/2001  

 
 
 

D  

Alan Atwater Position 
5 

Regular  6/30/2019 07/03/2017  
 
 

C  

George E. Johnson III  Alternate  6/30/2019 7/18/2016  
 
 

B 

Pamiel Johnson 
Gaskin  
 

 Alternate  6/30/2020 7/21/2014  
 
 
 

D 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

     
                                the show me city 

(2019-2020)  
ELECTRICAL BOARD 

ROSTER  

 

CITY OF MISSOURI CITY 
 

 
 

Name & Address  Position  Term 
Expires  

Meeting 
Date when 

first  

Phone Number(s)  District  

Buford Jurica  
 

Position 1 
Master 

Electrician  

6/30/2019 6/18/1980   C  

Charles Jarvis 
 

Position 2  
Registered 
Electrical 
Engineer 

6/30/2020 06/04/2018  D  

Joe Scanlin  
  

Position 3 
Chairman, 

Master 
Electrician  

6/30/2019  7/20/1981   N/A  

Christopher Harvey  
 

Position 4 
CenterPoint 

Energy -
Required per 

Charter  

6/30/2020 03/28/2018   N/A  

Frank Hester 
 
 

Position 5 6/30/2019 07/06/04  N/A 

Kirk Allen 
Chief Bldg. Official  
1522 Texas Parkway 
Missouri City, Texas 77489  
 

Staff 
Building 
Official  

N/A  Position 
Required 

by Charter  

281.403.8556 (w) 
281.261.4382 (f)  

N/A  

Gus Garcia  
City Electrical Inspector 
1522 Texas Parkway 
Missouri City, TX 77489  

Staff  N/A  Position 
Required 

by Charter  

281.403.8554 (w)  N/A  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

     
                                the show me city 

(2019-2020) PARKS BOARD 
ROSTER  

 
 

 

CITY OF MISSOURI CITY 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Name  Position Term 
Expire  

Meeting 
Date when 
first 
appointed  

Phone Number(s) and email 
addresses  

District  

Victoria Porter 
 

Position  
1 

6/30/2019 07/17/2017  D 

Thomasine Johnson  
 

Position  
2 

6/30/2020  07/1/2013    B  

Pamela Andrews  
 

Position  
3 

6/30/2019  08/17/2009    B  

Adrian Matteucci 
 

Position  
4 

6/30/2020  07/06/2015    D 

Vacancy left by  
Loveless Mitchell  
 

Position  
5 

6/30/2019  01/7/2002    A  

Sharman McGilbert  
 

Position 6 
Co-

Chairman 

6/30/2020 07/16/2007    A  

Diane Giltner  
 

Position  
7 

6/30/2019  07/18/2011    C  

Brian Merchant 
 

Position  
8 

6/30/2020 07/17/2017  B  

Llarance Turner 
 

Position 9 
Chairman 

6/30/2019  10/1/2001    A  

Don Johnson  
 

Position 
10 

6/30/2020  08/17/2009    D  

J.R. Atkins 
 

Position 
11 

6/30/2019  06/20/2016  C 

Buddy Snyder 
 

Position 
12 

6/30/2020  07/21/2014  B 

Alan Atwater 
 

Position 
13 

6/30/2019  06/04/2018  C 



 

     
                                the show me city 

(2019-2020) PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMISSION  

ROSTER 
 

 

CITY OF MISSOURI CITY 
 

 
 

**This commission also serves as the Capital Improvements Advisory Committee for the City.** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name  Position  Term 
Expires  

Meeting 
Date when 

first 
Appointed 

Phone Number(s)  District  

Gloria Lucas 
 
 

Position 1 6/30/2020  01/07/2019  A  

Courtney Johnson Rose 
 
 

Position 2  6/30/2020  07/21/2014 
 

A 
 

Sonya Brown-Marshall   
 
 

Position 3  
Chair 6/30/2020  07/06/2004   D  

 
James G. Norcom, III 
 

 
Position 4  

 
6/30/2020  

 
05/09/2018 

 B 

John T. O'Malley  
 
 

Position 5  6/30/2019 08/16/2004   D  

Douglas Parker   
 

Position 6  6/30/2019  07/01/2013   B 

Hugh Brightwell  
  Position 7  6/30/2019  

 
 

06/06/2005  D  

Ramesh Anand  
 
 

Position 8  6/30/2019 07/18/2011   C  

Timothy R. Haney  
 

Position 9  
Vice 
Chair 

6/30/2019 07/06/1999   C  



 

     
                                the show me city 

(2019-2020)  
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS 

AND APPEALS ROSTER 
 

 

CITY OF MISSOURI CITY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name & Address Position Member 
Type 

Term 
Expires 

Meeting Date 
when first 
Appointed 

Phone Number(s) District 

Joe Workman 
 

Position 1 Vice-
Chairman  

6/30/19 08/06/07  D 

Vacancy left by  
John D. Jobe 
 

Position 2 Regular 06/30/19   D 

Robin Elackatt 
 
 

Position 3 Regular 06/30/19 07/03/17  D 

Roger Morris 
 

Position 4 Chairman 06/30/20 08/18/86  
 
 

A 

James R. (Bob) Bailey 
 

Position 5 Regular 06/30/20 05/09/2018  C 

J.R. Atkins 
 

n/a Alternate 06/30/19 07/18/16  C 

Adrian Matteucci 
 

n/a Alternate 06/30/19 06/04/2018  
 
 

D 

Cleotha Aldridge 
 

n/a Alternate 06/30/20 07/06/04  
 
 

B 

Sharon Jurica  
 

n/a Alternate 06/30/20 01/22/02  C 



PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION ATTENDANCE 
JULY 2018 – JUNE 2019 

 
 Position  JULY AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN REG SP 

Reginald Pearson Position 1 A P P P P P Not applicable; appointed to City Council on 

November 19, 2018. 

5/5  

Gloria Lucas Position 1 A Not applicable; appointed to the Planning & Zoning 

Commission on January 7, 2019. 

P P    2/2  

Courtney Rose Position 2 A P A A P P A P A A    4/9  

Sonya B-M  Position 3 

Chair 

D A P P P P P P P P    8/9  

James Norcom III Position 4 B A P P P P P P P P    8/9  

John O’Malley  Position 5 D P P P A P P P A A    6/9  

Doug Parker Position 6 B A P P P A P A P P    6/9  

Hugh Brightwell Position 7 D A A P P P A P P P    6/9  

Ramesh Anand  Position 8 C P A P P P P A P P    7/9  

Tim Haney  Position 9 

Vice Chair 

C P A A P P P P P A    6/9  

W:\Development Services\Planning Division\P&Z\P&Z Attendance Log 2018.docx 











































































































KAREN OVERTON 

VITAE 

 
  

Memberships and Affiliations  
  

 Membership Chairperson for National Community Organization Convention  
 Board Secretary for Glenshire Community Association  
 Board member for Westland YMCA, Houston, Texas  
 Project Manager - Builders, Inc.  
 PTO Board Member - Johnston Middle School  
 PTO Board Member – Sugar Grove School  
 Chairperson - Johnston Middle School Locker Renewal Project  
 Interim Business Administration Department Chair, 2008  
 Certificate of Technology Instruction/ Houston Committee College, 2008  
 Board member for National Community Organization  
 Chairperson - Southwest Faculty Senate - HCC, 2008, 2009, 2010  
 Team Captain, HCC Foundation,2009  
 VIP member FOR FBISD, Dulles High School  
 President and founder, Voters In Action Association  
 President of Seriously Speaking Toastmasters  
 Administrative Assistant area Governor of Toastmasters International  
 Speakers Bureau for National Community Organization  
 Counselor for Young Junior Achievement Organization   
 Inner-City Marketing Committee for Young Junior Achievement of Southeast Texas  
 Media Sales Association member  
 Who’s Who Among American Teacher 1996, 1999, 2004  
 Curriculum Disciplinary Committee for Houston Community College  
 Former Board Member Southwest Girl Scout Council  
 YMCA fund-raiser/Solicitor, 2003  
 Member of Texas Community College Association  
 Author Acknowledgements in two Business Management textbooks  

 
  
Hobbies  
  Golf, Yoga, amateur guitar player, professional volunteer and avid non-fiction reader.  
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Candidate: Angie Wierzbicki 
Board, Committee, Commission Application 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                   the show me city 

 
CITY OF MISSOURI CITY  
 
BOARD/COMMITTEE/COMMISSION APPLICATION 

 

 
Angie Wierzbicki      B       
Name        District    
 

    Missouri City, Texas  77459   
Address        City, State, Zip Code  
 
MEADOWCREEK Section : 1&4           
Subdivision  
 

          
Phone Number       Email Address  
 
Executive Director             

Cullinan Park Conservancy            

               

President              

Angie Wierzbicki Consulting, Inc.           

Nonprofit Consultant            

Occupation 

 
BA - Broadcast Journalism, University of Southern California, MS - Recreation, Park and Tourism 
Administration, Western Illinois University         
Education 
 
On which Board/Committee/Commission would you like to serve?::  
Planning & Zoning Commission           

 
Explain why::   
I have been an active resident in Missouri City and care deeply about our community. The 

Planning & Zoning Commission is very important to the City's future. Having worked in the 

public/nonprofit sector, I understand the importance of having community members at the table 
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Candidate: Angie Wierzbicki 
Board, Committee, Commission Application 

 
 

and I believe my education, experience and opinions will be beneficial to the Committee, and 

ultimately the City.             

 
Please list your civic or community involvement which you feel would make you an ideal 
candidate for the position you are applying for.:: 
I am most known in the community for starting Missouri City Green with my husband and two 

friends. I was the first Chairperson and initiated every event that still stands today. It's true, one 

of my biggest passions is beautifying our City (and our world). But I also have a Masters Degree 

that encompassed community and economic development. Both of these experiences helped to 

spur me to run for City Council last year. I lost, but I learned a lot about - and made a lot of 

contacts and friends - many of our City's residents. I believe I will be a fair representative when 

it comes to planning and zoning - looking out for the community at-large's interest, not just mine 

or a special interest.             

 
Hobbies/Personal/Family Interests::   
No response.              

 
References (optional)::   
No response.              

 
Length of residence in the City::   
3 years, 3 months             

 
Are you a registered voter?::   
Yes.              

 
If available, please attach your resume::   
Angie.W resume 12.18.pdf           

 
Do you have time to commit to this service?  That is, attend meetings, study the matters 
to be brought before this board/committee/commission, and participate in all its 
activities?::    Yes 
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Candidate: Angie Wierzbicki 
Board, Committee, Commission Application 

 
 

 
Submission Date::  February 27, 2019 
 
Signature of Applicant::  Angie Wierzbicki 
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Candidate: Glenn Harper 
Board, Committee, Commission Application 

 
 

 
Length of residence in the City::   
25 years              

 
Are you are registered voter?  
Yes               

 
If available, please attach your resume::   
No file was uploaded            

 
Do you have time to commit to this service?  That is, attend meetings, study the matters 
to be brought before this board/committee/commission, and participate in all its 
activities?::    Yes 

 
Submission Date::  February 26, 2019 
 
Signature of Applicant::  Glenn Harper 
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